
Women in Greek Mythography: 
Pythias, Melissae, and Titanides

Max Dashu

Secret History of the Witches:  
Vol II, Book I

Veleda Press  2023 



vii

CONTENTS

1.   tItanides1.   tItanides
The Protogenitrix and her kindreds: 3   Cosmogony of Nyx: 4    
Teachings of Nyx: 6    Cosmogony of Ge: 9    Cosmogony of Tethys: 12   
Cosmogony of Thetis; Tekmor - Poros: 14    Cosmogony of Eurynome: 18    
Cosmogony of Thesis: 19   Cosmogony of Phanes / Protogonos: 20 
Rhea and the Olympian gods: 21    Metis: 22    Rhea as flow, rhythm: 24 
Genealogies of the Titanes: 25   Themis, Dikē, and the Horai: 29     
Prometheus, loyal son of the Mother: 32    The Moirai: 35     
The Erinyes / Eumenides: 40    Mnemosyne and Nine Muses: 42    
Nemesis: 44    Pleiades: 46     Diwya: “Goddess”: 47    Hekate: 50  

2.  archaica2.  archaica
Indigenes of the neolithic Aegean; Indo-European hybrid cultures: 57       
New genomic evidence:  58    The Pelasgoi  5:   The Leleges of Anatolia;   
Karian women resist:  61    Pre-Hellenic linguistic substratum: 62    
Parnassian: “a language not Greek:” 63    Crete and Linear A: 64    
Lykians and matrilineage?: 65    Tyrsenoi: 66   Mycenaeans / Akhaians / 
Argeoi:  67    Cretan connections; IE overlays: 68    Linear B:  69     
Mycenaean raiders and slavers: 71     Priestesses and goddesses: 72     
“Peoples of the Sea”:  73    The Epic Cycle:  74   The War on Troy: 75    
Iphigeneia sacrifice: 78    Rapists at war: “The prize of my spear:” 79      
Briseis: the fate of female captives: 81    Helen blamed and shamed: 86    
Female king-makers?: 90    Helen the goddess: 92    Captive women in 
mythic genealogies: 93     Iō’s African line: 95     Danaides of Libya: 96   
Indo-European Dan- water goddesse: 100    The Danaoi in Egyptian and 
Hittite texts: 102    The Libyan Connection: Geometric archaeology: 104 
The women’s dance: African locs, Saharan stylistic influences: 106     
Women’s weaving: 110    Story cloths, tekhnē, and texts: 114     Asiatic  
and Egyptian influences: 116    New states in the Archaic era: 118

3. Goddesses revised3. Goddesses revised
Archaic goddesses and the Olympians: 121     The Potniai: 122     
Goddess iconography in Archaic Greece: shared attributes: 124      
Hera: Argos, Samos, Olympia: 128   The captured wife becomes goddess of 
marriage: 133    Hestia: 135     Demeter and Persephone: 136     
Black Demeter of Phigaleia; Despoina of Lykosura: 138 



viii

The Thesmophoria: 140    Homeric Hymn to Demeter: the rape of  
Persephone:  144    The Eleusinian Mysteries: 147    Leto and Asteria: 151    
Artemis: 152   Leader of the dance, free maiden, birth guardian: 153     
Girls “play the bear” in the Arkteia: 155    Socializing girls to marry; and  
appeasing Artemis: 157   Eileithyia: birth and cave santuaries: 158     
Spartan Ortheia, syncretized to Artemis; hag-masks: 160    
Gorgons, masks, snakes: 162   Perseus kills Medusa, with the help of: 162     
Athena: 168   Owl and snakes: 169   Changes to Athena, her temple: 170   
Athena and Neith?: 171    Libyan Athena: 173    Athena in legends of  
women’s overthrow: 176    Athena Tekhnē: weaver, inventor: 178     
Athena as goddess of war and warriors: 180 
Aphrodite the Cypriot: 181    Sea and celestial aspects: 182    Spinner: 184 
Animal aspect: 185   The Nymphai: 187    Sacred waters, caves: 188    
Oracular nymphaia: 190    Kybele, Mother of the Gods: 192    Drumming  
and ecstatic dance: 193    Thracian goddess: Bendis: 195    Kotys: 196     
Megaloi Theoi and Mysteries of Samothrace: 196     Tykhe: 197
 
4. mythic conquests4. mythic conquests
Rapist Gods: Zeus vs. Demeter, Persephone, Hera: 199   Hades: 200     
Zeus vs. Nemesis, Asteria: 201    Euphemizing rape: 202     Poseidon: 203    
Apollo: rape and colonization:  204  Hermes vs. nymphs: 206     
Minor gods as rapists:  208    Mythic subjugation of Thetis:  211     
Its relation to the Trojan War: 213     What Zeus owed to Thetis: 214    
The wrath of Thetis: 215    Atalanta the Huntress, marriage-resister: 217    
The untameable maiden: 218    Male birth: mother-law overthrow: 218     
Zeus, Metis, and Athena: 219    Athena’s contest with Poseidon: 220    
Athena upholds matricide: the Oresteia: 222    The Eumenides exiled: 224    
Goddesses who enforce patriarchy: 224    The rape of Kallisto: 225     
Killing female monster: 228    Male supremacy in the Hymn to Apollo:  
Hera’s defiant parthenogenetic conception of Typhoeus: 229     
Hera attacks rivals: 231    Demeter’s dragons: 232    Despotic Zeus: 233    
All-male progenitors in Orphic myth: 234    The Serpent Knot: 235     
Orphic theogonies of rape: 237    Male creating without the female: 239     
Supersession of Mother Night: 241    Rapist sons of gods as dynastic  
founders: 243    Theseus: 245    Herakle:s 248    Hero worship: 252    
Female victims into heroines: 253    Maiden sacrifice: 254    
Sacrificed wives: 257    Sex-shamed women and femicide: 258    
Daughters imprisoned: 259    Daughters drowned:  261   Brotherhoods: 
patrilineal sacrifice cults: 266   Conquest and colonization: 268



ix

5. Pythias, melissae, oracles5. Pythias, melissae, oracles
Delphi: “womb” sanctuary of Gē, Themis, and the Kastalian drakaina: 273     
The Delphic Oracle, ecstatic prophetis: 274    Herophile the Sibyl: 276    
Snake priestesses, bee priestesses: 277    Shapeshifting dancers: Cretan and 
Mycenaean seals: 279    Ariadne, sacred dance, the labyrinth: 280   
Honey-cakes for the snakes: 281    Melissae at Eleusis and Delphi: 282  
Bee regalia of matrilineal Cretan priestesses at Eleutherna: 283     
Bees at Artemision of Ephesos: 284    Bee nymphs: 285    Thryai, the 
bee-women of Parnassos: 286    Daphne, entheogenic “mad” honey: 287     
Prophetic breaths, inspiration, and mephitic vapors: 288    
Intersecting faultlines under Delphi: intoxicating ethylene gas: 289 
Silence about the lives and names of historical Pythias: 290 
Apollonian takeover of Delphi: killing the Serpent guardian: 291   
Earth’s dream oracles: 292    The Korykian Cave: 293     Omphalos: 294 
The Pythian Games: expiating Apollo’s murder of Pytho: 295  
Successive Delphic temples: 296    Daphne, Manto, Mantis, Teiresias: 296    
Apollo’s pursuit of the nymph Kastalia; his takeover of Telphousa: 298  
Thriai: divining pebbles and lot-casting at Delphi and Korykian Cave. 299
International prestige of the Delphic Oracle: 301    Cryptic counsel: 303
Changes and decline of the oracle: 305   More oracular women: 305     
Oracles of the Dead, of Pasiphae, of Trophonios: 306    Oracle of Dodona: 
Dionē, the Selloi, and the Black Doves: 307    Oracle of Klaros: 310    
Oracle of Didyma: 311   Mythologized sibyls: 312    The Trojan prophētis  
Kassandra, and her resistance to Apollo: 313    Her rape at Troy’s fall: 314  
Kassandra’s prophetic ecstasy in the Agamemnon: 315     
Melanippe the Wise on the spiritual authority of women: 316    
Prophecy of the Mare and the Black Mare: 318   Melanippe Captive: 320    
Variants: Thetis, Thea, Arne, Okyrroe: 321   Sexed contrast in treatment  
of Melanippe and Teiresias: 323    Punishing raped maidens, again: 324
Other Melanippes: nymph, historical figure, Amazon: 325 

Conclusion and preview of Book II: Women’s Power in Greek Patriarchy:
Priestesses, Amazons and Witches: 326 

Endnotes: 327   Bibliography: 353   Credits: 368 
Secret History of the Witches Series: 369 
About Max Dashu: 370
Resources: 371


